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Welcome to South Florida
30,443 Deaths, 2012-2016

WLRN Miami



Florida People Who Inject Drugs (PWID)



FLORIDA HIV Incidence



Acute HCV incidence 

 HCV incidence has 
increased 294% from 
2010 to 2015, largely 
attributed to injection 
drug use.
 Incidence in 17 states 

exceeded the national 
average (0.8 per 
100,000)

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/mm6618a2.htm



New Cohort



HCV Mortality 



Source: NASTAD



Washington DC Syringe Exchange



Washington DC











SAN FRANCISCO STUDY
The image part with relationship ID rId2 was not found in the file.

Wenger et al., 2011



Section 2: Push for Harm Reduction Services in Florida (continued)
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Cost of Infections related 
to injection drug use at a 
county safety-net 
hospital in Miami, FL



 24,000 residents
 181 new HIV diagnoses (15x rate in Miami)
 Close network of needle sharing
 March 2015: Executive Order for 

emergency needle exchange (30 days)
 May 2015: Pence signs bill that lifts ban on 

needle exchange

Scott County, Indiana



 Effective 07/01/2016
 UM pilot syringe 

access program 
 possession, 

distribution, or 
exchange of needles 
and syringes under 
the pilot program is 
not a violation of 
Florida law. 

Bill 242 – Infectious Disease Elimination Act, 2016



Launched World AIDS Day 2016



Mobile Unit Services
 Launched May 2017



Totals
Participants enrolled 922

Hispanic 37%

White non-Hispanic 52%

Black non-Hispanic 7%

Multiracial 3%

Native American 1%

Mean Age 37

Male 75%

Female 25%



Totals
Number of exchanges 7,868

Needles in 230,038

Needles out 217,586



DOCS Wound Care Clinic
Launched 9/28

Internal Medicine, Surgery, Emergency Medicine, Dermatology

Wolfson Department of Community Service

Thursdays 4pm-8pm



Self-reported Drug 
Use

Totals

Heroin 82%

Prescription Opioids 9%
Fentanyl/Cartentanil 10%

Methamphetamine 12%

Cocaine 26%

Crack/Cocaine 8%

Speedball 19%

• 91% of heroin injectors 
started using prescription 
opioids prior to their 
injection drug use.



 IDEA Exchange participants
 Family and friends of 

participants
 Law enforcement partners 
 IDEA Staff and volunteers

Overdose Prevention  

Narcan distributed 1670
Narcan reversals 921







Gilead FOCUS Program



Section 4: Integration of HIV/HCV Testing and Linkage to Care (continued)



Section 4: Integration of HIV/HCV Testing and Linkage to Care (continued)





Totals
HIV+ 12.4%

HIV reactive tests 6.4%
HIV seroconversions 10

HCV+ 43%

HCV reactive tests 40.2%

HCV seroconversions 10





 Launch May 2018
 HIV rapid response linkage to care
 Partnership with FL Department of Health
 Direct referral to Jackson HIV Clinic
 Provider visit, labs, ART initiation same day
 For newly diagnosed and lost to care

IDEA Test and Treat









State Medicaid HCV treatment policy 
restrictions

 Permissive: Did not 
require a period of 
sobriety or only 
required screening 
and counseling.
 Restrictive: Required 

a period of sobriety 
from drugs and/or 
alcohol. 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/mm6618a2.htm



HCV Coverage Restrictions

 Prescriber restrictions: Stating that medication 
must be prescribed by a specialist.
 Recent studies have shown that PCPs providing 

HCV treatment obtain same, if not higher, SVR rates 
than specialists.

 Fibrosis restrictions: Patient must have a certain 
level of disease severity in order to receive 
treatment (F0-F4 scale).
 Illegal under the ACA



NIDA Grant
• PI: Lisa Metsch and Dan Feaster 
• Multi-site Multi-Setting RCT 

of Integrated HIV Prevention and HCV Care for 
PWID

• Launch Fall of 2018
• Montreal and Miami
• Setting: Syringe Exchanges and Opioid 

Treatment Centers
• 500 participants



 Comparing Treatments of HIV-Infected 
Opioid Users in an Integrated Care 
Effectiveness Study Scale-Up
 Non-inferiority trial
 Intervention: XR-NTX
 Primary Outcome: viral suppression at 6 

months

CTN—0067 CHOICES



Next Steps
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Questions & Discussion
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